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Profile of the Author:

Rhodes Yepsen is Executive Director of the Biodegradable Products Institute
(BPI), North America’s leading certifier of compostable products and packaging in
North America. A nonprofit, the BPI’s goal is the scalable diversion of organic waste
to composting, by verifying that products and packaging will completely break down
in a professionally managed composting facility, without harming the quality of that
compost. Yepsen also co-chairs the Compostable Products Task Force at the US

Composting Council, where he formerly served on the Board of Directors.
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Update on Compostable Products and Packaging in North

America

Abstract: The market for compostable products and packaging continues to expand in
the US and Canada, with more initiatives and goals to divert food waste from landfill
by cities, states and businesses. With 200 Member Companies and over 7,000
products certified, BPI certification is still seen as critical for ensuring that items in
North America have been properly tested, and can be easily identified by consumers,
businesses and composters. However, there have been some changes, including BPI
switching its Technical Reviewer to DIN CERTCO, the development of a BPI
certification scheme for consistency and transparency, new legal requirements for
labeling products in some states, restrictions on fluorinated chemicals, organization of
field testing products in “real world” conditions, and much more. BPI is expanding
its role beyond just certification, to better represent the compostable products industry
and work on market development, more actively engaging Members through
committees. This is more critical now than ever with increased attention on the
circular economy, and the role compostable products will play in accomplishing those

objectives.



